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MEMO

	Date:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	To:
	
	
	From:
	

	Subject:
	Improving Medication Order Writing



A recent, random audit of medication orders was conducted to assess compliance with the order writing policy.  Copies of orders not meeting the standards outlined were collected. 

Attached is a copy of an order written by you that does not meet the standards outlined in the policy.   A copy of the order is attached for your reference.  The entire policy can be viewed at http://home.wrha.mb.ca/corp/policy/policy.php
	Order Writing Requirement
	Standard Not Met

	Drug name should be written in full

 – no abbreviated names
	

	Use daily in place of QD, qd, OD or od
	

	Use units in place of U, u, IU or iu
	

	Use subcut or subcutaneous in place of sc or sq
	

	A trailing zero should not be used for doses that are whole numbers
	


“The Impact of Abbreviations on Patient Safety” stated that nearly 5% of reported errors are attributable to abbreviations and that communication failures are the most common root cause of sentinel events.  (J Qual Patient Saf. 2007; 33:576-583).

This information is being provided to assist you in complying with our medication order writing standards.  Many of these standards have been adopted by Accreditation Canada.  Thank you for partnering with us to improve patient safety through reducing medication errors.








